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British, 2nd New Zealand, 8th and loth Indian Divisions, and
the 6th Armoured Division ; two Polish divisions, and two Italian
groups also formed part of the army, which was opposed by the
nine divisions of the Tenth German Army, holding a line from Lake
Comacchio along the Senio to the mountains south-east of Bologna.
The battle opened on April 2 with a diversionary attack by the
Vth Corps across the lake as a preliminary to the main blow between
the lake and the Rimini-Bologna road. The five river lines blocking
our approaches to the city were forced one by one, the Argenta gap
between the lake and the Reno river was penetrated, and when the
American Fifth Army launched the main attack on April 16, the
enemy's positions had already been severely shaken. Bologna
quickly fell, and while the Fifth Army troops headed north for
Verona and north-west for Milan, the Eighth Army made for the
Po crossings north and north-west of Ferrara, overcoming the
rapidly collapsing hostile resistance. The last serious fighting
took place in its southern bank, where the last of the enemy troops
were destroyed or dispersed, and after crossing the Po on April 25
and the Adige two days later, the Eighth Army swung nor&i-east
by Padua and Treviso to link up with Yugoslav troops near Udine.
by the end of April all northern Italy had been swept clear of the
enemy, a quarter of a million of whom were comprised in the terms
of surrender at Caserta on the 29th. This swift and complete
victory, the first of the rapidly succeeding series marking Germany's
collapse, was a fitting reward for the toils and sacrifices of General
Clark's two armies in the most arduous and thankless of the Allied
campaigns in the West.
IX.   THE HOME ARMY
During the years 1943 and 1944 the principal task of the army in
Britain was to prepare for and assist in maintaining the invasion of
Europe, but the forces of the Anti-Aircraft Command were mote
actively engaged. Between December, 1942, and June, 1943, it had
to deal with a series of " tip and run " attacks on coastal towns by
fast low-flying raiders, and in the early months of 1944 with renewed
heavy raids on London. These, the last attacks of the war by piloted
aircraft, died out in March, but the launching of the Allied invasion
of France coincided with the first of the long-anticipated robot
weapon attacks on London by flying bombs. This new menace
necessitated the rapid redeployment of the Command's resources
and the adoption of new methods and tactics. The first method of
defence, the erection of two gun belts, one of 550 guns on the south
coast, and a second of 950 guns on the North Downs, both working
in conjunction with intercepting fighter aircraft, failed to stop more
than one in three of the hostile missiles, and in July a radical